Telephone: 020 7735 7611
Fax: 020 7587 3210

INTERNATIONAL MARITIME ORGANIZATION
4 ALBERT EMBANKMENT E
LONDON SE1 7SR
N\v’4
=
IMO

Ref. T1/11.01 MSC/Circ.1141
21 December 2004

UNIFIED INTERPRETATION OF THE TERM “FIRST SURVEY” REFERRED TO
IN SOLAS REGULATIONS 11-2/1.2.2.2, V/19.1.2.2, V/19.2.4.2.2 AND V/20.1.2

1 The Maritime Safety Committee, at its seventy-ninth session (1 to 10 December 2004),
following the recommendations made by the Sub-Committee on Flag State Implementation at its
twelfth session, approved the unified interpretation of the term “first survey” referred to in SOLAS
regulations 11-2/1.2.2.2, V/19.1.2.2, V/19.2.4.2.2 and V/20.1.2, as set out in the annex, with a view to
ensuring a uniform approach towards the use of the above term.

2 Member Governments are invited to use the annexed interpretation when applying relevant
provisions of SOLAS, and to bring it to the attention of all parties concerned.
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ANNEX

INTERPRETATION OF THE TERM “FIRST SURVEY” REFERRED TO IN SOLAS
REGULATIONS 11-2/1.2.2.2, V/19.1.2.2, V/19.2.4.2.2 AND V/20.1.2

The term “first survey” used in SOLAS regulations 11-2/1.2.2.2, V/19.1.2.2, V/19.2.4.2.2
and V/20.1.2 means the first annual survey, the first periodical survey or the first renewal survey for
safety equipment or any other survey if the Administration deems it to be reasonable and practicable,
taking into account the extent of repairs and alterations being undertaken, whichever is due first after
the date specified in these regulations, and, in addition, in the case of ships under construction, the
initial survey.
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